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Dairies Supreme Milk Quality Award 

Co Tyrone farmer wins Lakeland 
Dairies Supreme Milk Quality Award

A Co Tyrone farm family has 
taken home the joint Supreme Milk 
Quality Award at this year’s Lakeland 
Dairies Milk Quality Awards.

Cyril Gibson, Beragh, Omagh, Co. 
Tyrone won the Supreme Champion 
award in Northern Ireland while 
Eugene and Deirdre Fitzpatrick Lis-
ryan, Granard, Co. Longford won the 
equivalent in the Republic of Ireland.  
Cyril was rewarded for the exception-
ally high quality of milk they have 
produced on their farms throughout 
the past year.

The Milk Quality Awards publicly 
recognise the achievements of Lake-
land Dairies milk suppliers who are 
committed to quality in all aspects of 
their milk production.

Winning a milk quality award is 
a truly excellent achievement. The 
winners emerged from among 3,200 
farm families across 16 counties who 
produce milk for the 1.9bn litres 
Lakeland Dairies milk pool.

The Fitzpatricks also took home 
the >500,000 litre producer cat-
egory award in the Republic of Ire-

land while the Gibsons are winners 
in the >1m litre producer category in 
Northern Ireland.
WINNERS

Lakeland Dairies has also an-
nounced the winners in the other cat-
egories of the Milk Quality Awards.

In the Republic of Ireland, Pat-
rick, Sheila & James Connolly, Bal-
lymahon, Longwood, Co Meath are 
winners of the <500,000 litre pro-
ducer category. 

In Northern Ireland, Robert & 
Mark Bristow, Rasharkin, Co. Ant-
rim won the <1m litre producer cat-
egory. 
NEW ENTRANT TO DAIRYING

Recognising the achievements 
of new entrants to dairying, where 
Lakeland has welcomed over 350 
new milk producers to the co-oper-
ative in recent years, Sean and Paul 
Murtagh, Rathconrath, Mullingar, 
Co. Westmeath were declared win-
ners of the Republic of Ireland new 
entrant category while Bernard & 
Rory McKeever, Kilmore, Co. Ar-
magh, won the Northern Ireland new 
entrant category, for the high quality 
of their milk.

Lakeland Dairies Chair Niall Mat-
thews paid tribute to the award win-
ners: “Dairy farmers are the primary 
producers of the 1.9 billion litres of 
milk that we use as the essential raw 
material to create the wide variety 
of dairy products for our custom-
ers worldwide. It requires insight 
and expertise passed from genera-
tion to generation, combined with 
knowledge and application of the 
best modern-day practices in animal 
husbandry, grassland management, 
environmental sustainability and 
overall farm management.”

Lakeland Dairies Group CEO Mi-
chael Hanley said: “The population 
of the world, individuals, families 
and entire nations rely on the qual-
ity and integrity of the global food 
supply chain from farm to fork. This 
has never more been the case than 
throughout the course of the pan-
demic where maintaining the resil-
ience of domestic and international 
food supply channels has helped to 
provide reassurance and stability 
worldwide.”
SEE PAGE THREE FOR MORE.
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The Gibson family on their farm in Co Tyrone with Lakeland Dairies’s Chairman Niall Matthews and Lakeland Dairies’ CEO Michael Hanley
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Soil Sampling Programme ‘20/’21

Critical advice on reducing chlorates for your farm
CHLORATES ARE FORMED AS A RESULT OF A BREAKDOWN OF CHLORINE IN LIQUID DETERGENTS AND IT IS CRITICAL THAT FARM-
ERS ELIMINATE THE PRESENCE OF CHLORATES IN MILK.
A GOOD CHLORATE TEST RESULT RANGES FROM 0 PARTS PER BILLION (PPB) TO 5PPB.
MILK SUPPLIED ABOVE THIS LIMIT IS NOT SUITABLE FOR POWDER INTENDED FOR INFANT MILK FORMULA. CONTACT MEMBER 
RELATIONS ON 028 3026 2311 SHOULD YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.
FROM APRIL ONWARDS YOUR MILK WILL BE TESTED ON A  MONTHLY BASIS AND WILL BE COMMUNICATED TO YOU VIA TEXT MES-
SAGE. 
CHLORATE TESTING WILL BE PART OF THE LAKELAND DAIRIES MILK PURCHASING TERMS & CONDITIONS AND WILL BE LINKED TO 
A PENALTY FOR MILK WHICH DOES NOT MEET THE CHLORATE SPECIFICATION. MORE INFO REGARDING THIS WILL BE MADE AVAIL-
ABLE IN THE COMING MONTHS.

STEPS TO AVOID CHLORATE RESIDUES:
• USE CHLORINE-FREE DETERGENTS ON YOUR FARM;
• RINSE THE MILKING MACHINE FULLY BEFORE AND AFTER DETERGENT CIRCULATION WITH 14 LITRES OF WATER PER UNIT;
• NEVER REUSE OR ADD CHLORINE TO RINSE WATER;
• DO NOT REUSE DETERGENT SOLUTIONS MORE THAN RECOMMENDED;
• USE ONLY THE CORRECT AMOUNTS OF DETERGENT – DON’T USE EXTRA;
• DO NOT STOCK PILE DETERGENTS AND ENSURE ALL DETERGENTS ARE IN DATE – CHLORATE LEVELS INCREASE SIGNIFICANT-

LY OVER TIME;
• STORE DETERGENTS IN A COOL, DARK PLACE;
• ENSURE THE BULK TANK RINSING CYCLE IS CORRECTLY SET SO THAT THE TANK IS ADEQUATELY RINSED;
• USE PERACETIC ACID AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO CHLORINE FOR CLUSTER DIPPING AND WATER STERILISATION. 

standards of food production. 
It is an absolute necessity to supply many 

of the customers in some 80+ global markets 
we service.

Furthermore, Red Tractor have informed 
Lakeland Dairies that in order for us to re-
tain our Red Tractor registration, that all our 
NI suppliers are required to be registered 
and retain their certification under the Red 
Tractor Assurance Scheme.

From the 1st August 2021 the penalty will 
increase to 4ppl for all suppliers who are not 
fully certified under the Red Tractor Scheme.

From the 1st November 2021 milk col-
lection will cease from Milk Suppliers farms 
who are not fully certified under the Red 

Changes to the Red Tractor scheme for non-certified suppliers

As you know, Lakeland Dairies has 
been rolling out the Red Tractor Assurance 
Scheme among milk suppliers since May 
2019.

In that time, close to 97% of suppliers are 
now fully certified under the scheme and our 
dedicated Red Tractor team have worked 
hand-in-hand with farmers to make the 
audit process as seamless as possible.

Red Tractor is the UK’s largest farm and 
food standards scheme and covers food 
safety, animal welfare, environmental pro-
tection, traceability and sustainability. 

Red Tractor is now the minimum entry 
point for our engagement with many cus-
tomers who are looking to ensure the highest 

Tractor Assurance Scheme.
It is important to note that existing Red 

Tractor Certified suppliers must not fall out 
of certification or milk collection will cease 
until the farm is fully certified again.

CONTACT
To begin the registration process for 

the Red Tractor Assurance Scheme, please 
contact your local Lakeland Dairies Red 
Tractor Advisor immediately to ensure you 
are fully certified prior to the 1st November 
2021 – Jennifer Prue (Armagh/Fermanagh/
Tyrone) on 077 67846350 or Ian Olphert 
(Londonderry/Derry/Antrim/Down) on 075 
25897746.
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Winners of Lakeland Dairies Milk Quality Awards

Milk volumes starting to ramp up 
Markets are demonstrating a reasonable balance of supply and demand. European milk supplies, which have been constrained by colder 

than average temperatures in recent months, are now increasing gradually in line with weather improvements across the continent. This has 
resulted in a surge of milk supply in some of the larger producers like the Netherlands and Germany.

Worldwide milk supply is also increasing at a strong pace with the main dairy producing countries exporting higher volumes. US dairy 
farmers continue to produce high volumes.

While global dairy prices remain stable for now, concerns continue in relation to the ongoing pandemic crisis worldwide, the variable 
global pace of vaccinations and the potential for new variants to disrupt consumer and economic activity. Foodservice markets continue a 
gradual recovery however this is coming from a significantly lower base in view of the ongoing impacts of the pandemic.

Lakeland Dairies will continue to monitor the market closely in the coming weeks.

The Bristow family on 
their farm in Rashar-
kin, Co. Antrim. The 
Bristows won the 
<1m litre producer 
category and are 
pictured with Ivan 
Dunn from the Lake-
land Dairies’ Member 
Relations team.  

Bernard & Rory 
McKeever, Kilmore, 
Co. Armagh, won the 
Northern Ireland new 
entrant category, for 
the high quality of 
their milk. Bernard 
is pictured with Niall 
McCarron from the 
Lakeland Dairies’ 
Dairy Development 
Programme. 
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Contact 

The Lakeland Dairies 
Member Relations Di-
vision works closely 
with all our milk pro-
ducers to help drive 
profitability at farm 
level as well as provid-
ing information on the 
progress of the Soci-
ety. 
 
Contact us by calling 
1890 47 47 20 (ROI) 
or 028 3026 2311 
(NI).

Regional Committees formed
Applications were recently sought from milk supplying shareholders to sit on 

the Regional Committees. There was a healthy response with all 13 new Regional 
Committees now elected in the newly formed electoral areas.

The next step is to hold Board elections for eight of the 13 Electoral Areas. The 
five remaining Electoral Areas will have elections in September/October 2022.

Controlling summer mastitis
We are now in the time of year when autumn 

calving cows are being dried off in preparation for 
calving in September and October. 

With autumn calving herds, a big proportion of 
first calving heifers are also due to calve around the 
same time. 

Due to cows being dry at this time, summer 
mastitis can become an issue in some herds.

Summer mastitis is caused by a combination of 
bacteria that work together to cause the infection. 
Transmission of infection is thought to be by the 
head fly. These flies live in bushes and trees, and 
can only fly during mild, damp humid conditions.

SYMPTOMS
Supervision of maiden and in-calf heifers and 

dry cows at pasture during the summer months is 
often sporadic due to other commitments on the 
farm and therefore mastitis may be well advanced 
before clinical signs are noted.  The tell-tale sign of 
summer mastitis is a swelling of the teat and infect-
ed quarter, with frequent kicking, as large numbers 
of flies gather around the teat tip causing irritation 
to the animal. Animals affected by summer mastitis 
will often lie away from the group and will spend 
more time lying. Once on their feet they can show 
stiffness in the back legs.

The affected quarter is swollen, hard, painful 
and hot, with a grossly enlarged teat.   

The udder secretion is thick and clotted (like 
grains of rice) with foul-smelling green/yellow pus. 

TREATMENT
Treatment will often depend on how advanced 

the condition is – mild cases will be treated with an-
tibiotics and possible use of intramammary tubes. 

The vet will also advise on non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs to reduce pyrexia, swelling and 
pain. 

In severe cases some vets will opt to amputate 
the teat to allow it to drain freely. Stripping of the 
udder should be undertaken as often as is practical 
but is resented by the animal due to the painful teat 
and kicking is common. .  

PREVENTION
One of the simpler ways of keeping summer mastitis in check is to keep dry cows 

and heifers away from susceptible fields. Avoiding fields with tall weeds and grass or 
fields that provide a large amount of tree cover can go a long way in preventing the 
infection. 

Dry cow therapy remains the most effective means of preventing summer mastitis  
both in  cows  at drying-off, but with the drive to reduce antimicrobial resistance (AMR) 
this may be a lesser favoured option. In high-risk areas consideration can be given to 
antibiotic tubing of heifers - seek veterinary advice prior to performing this. 

A common method of prevention on Irish farms is the application of Stockholm tar 
around the teats, however this should be undertaken at least once a week and every 3-4 
days in high-risk times. 

Other prevention methods include the use of fly repellents.  


